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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6242

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session

By Senate Early Learning & K-12 Education (originally sponsored by
Senators King, Rolfes, Litzow, Billig, Fain, Chase, and MAuliffe)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 07/ 14.

AN ACT Relating to waivers fromthe one hundred eighty-day schoo
year requirenent; and anmendi ng RCW28A. 305. 141.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28A. 305.141 and 2009 c 543 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) In addition to waivers authorized under RCW 28A. 305. 140 and
28A. 655. 180, the state board of education may grant waivers fromthe
requirenent for a one hundred eighty-day school year under RCW
28A. 150. 220 ((anrd—28A—150-250)) to school districts that propose to
operate one or nore schools on a flexible calendar for purposes of
econony and efficiency as provided in this section. The requirenent
under RCW 28A. 150. 220 that school districts offer an annual average
instructional hour offering ((ef—at—teast—onrethousand—-hours)) shal
not be wai ved.

(2) A school district seeking a waiver under this section nust
submt an application that includes:

(a) A proposed calendar for the school day and school year that
denonstrates howthe instructional hour requirement will be maintained,
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(b) An explanation and estinmate of the econom es and efficiencies
to be gained fromconpressing the instructional hours into fewer than
one hundred ei ghty days;

(c) An explanation of how nonetary savings fromthe proposal wll
be redirected to support student | earning;

(d) A sunmary of comments received at one or nore public hearings
on the proposal and how concerns w || be addressed;

(e) An expl anation of the inpact on students who rely upon free and
reduced-price school child nutrition services and the inpact on the
ability of the child nutrition program to operate an economcally
i ndependent program

(f) An explanation of the inpact on the ability to recruit and
retain enployees in educati on support positions;

(g) An explanation of the inpact on students whose parents work
during the m ssed school day; and

(h) Oher information that the state board of education may request
to assure that the proposed fl exible calendar will not adversely affect
student | earni ng.

(3) The state board of education shall adopt criteria to evaluate
wai ver requests. No nore than five school districts with fewer than
five hundred full-tinme equivalent students on October 1st of the school
year in which the request is nade may be granted waivers. \Wivers may
be granted for up to three years. After each school year, the state
board of education shall analyze enpirical evidence to determ ne
whet her the reduction is affecting student |earning. If the state
board of education determnes that student learning is adversely
affected, the school district shall discontinue the flexible cal endar
as soon as possible but not later than the begi nning of the next school
year after the determ nation has been nmade. ((AHL - walvers expire
Adgust—31+—2044—
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(4) The state board of education shall exam ne the waivers granted
under this section and nnmake a recommendation to the education
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committees of the |egislature by Decenber 15, 2013, regardi ng whet her
the waiver program should be continued, nodified, or allowed to
term nat e. This recommendation should focus on whether the program
resulted in inproved student |earning as denonstrated by enpirical
evidence. Such evidence includes, but is not limted to: | mpr oved
scores on the ((VWashington)) statew de student assessnent ((ef—student
learnihg)), results of the dynam c indicators of basic early literacy
skills, student grades, and attendance.

({ (5)—This—sectton—exptres—August—31+—2014-) )

~-- END ---
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